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For detailed descriptions of the 30 
Advanced Placement Courses NGHS 
offers, please see the AP Booklet 
Online at 
https://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnett 
HS 

All AP Courses are taught at the college 
level and require 5-10 hours of study per 
week and the commitment for the entire 
school year. It is the expectation for all 
students enrolled in AP courses to take the 
AP Exam in May. 

Students & Parents: 
 

It’s time to think about your courses for 
next year. As you consider which 
courses you wish to take, keep in mind 
that North Gwinnett High School does 
yearlong registration. This means that 
whatever you elect to take in the spring 
will be your classes for the entire next 
school year. Therefore, you need to 
make sure you CAREFULLY consider 
your choices. 

 
We hire teachers in the spring based 
upon your decisions in all areas. We 
are unable to make schedule 
changes after the May 28th deadline. 
“Changing your mind” about taking 
a course is not a valid reason for a 
schedule change so please choose 
wisely, plan ahead, and look at the 
big picture (work ethic, extracurricular 
activities, course expectations, 
summer assignments, overall 
workload considerations, possible 
impact on GPA, etc.). 

 
All Course Change Requests are Due 
by May 28, 2020. No requests are 
honored after this date. 

 
I hope you have a productive and 
smooth registration process. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Mrs. Krista B. Herron, Assistant Principal 

Dates for Rising 9th Graders 
January 31st—February 5th 
Middle School Teachers register 
current students for recommended 
courses 
February 11th 
Registration packets sent home with 
students & High school students visit 
Connections classes 
February 17th 
Rising 9th Grade Meet & Greet Night at 
NGHS 5:30—7:30 PM 
Parents & Students turn in Course 
Recommendation forms 
May 
Final Course Verifications mailed home 
May 28th 
Deadline for Course change requests 

 
 

Dates for current NGHS Students 
January 15th & 22nd 
Course Offerings Reviewed & 4-year plan 
in Advisement 
January 30th 
Maxwell, Grayson Tech & Religion in the 
commons & NGHS Electives in the CLC 
lobby during all lunches 
January 30th 
Counseling Department Night 6:30-8:00 
(Dual Enrollment) 
January 31st—February 5th 
NGHS Teachers register current 
students for recommended courses 
February 26th 
Course Verification in Advisement (parent 
requests due March 4th) 
April 
Final Course Verifications mailed home 
May 28th 
Deadline for Course change requests for 
2020-2021 school year 

http://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnettHS
https://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnettHS
http://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnettHS
https://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnettHS
https://www.gcpsk12.org/NorthGwinnettHS
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
Questions? See Ms. Grosso for more information (RM 821) 

 
9th Grade LA—This course includes a balance of composition, applied grammar, and both literary and informational texts, with a focus on 
world literature and documents from American history. Students will analyze and respond to complex texts appropriate for 9th graders. 
Developing vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are integral parts of the course curriculum. The 9th grade year 
ends with a GA Milestones End of Course Test. 
 
10th Grade LA— This course includes a balance of composition, applied grammar, and both literary and informational texts, with a focus on 
world literature. Students will analyze and respond to increasingly complex texts appropriate for 10th graders. Developing vocabulary, 
speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills are integral parts of the course curriculum. 
 
11th Grade LA— is a study of the great works of American authors from Native American Mythology and Puritan history and continuing 
through contemporary literature. There are also units in grammar, vocabulary, writing, and speaking. The 11th grade year ends with a GA 
Milestones End of Course Test. **If you are interested in taking Honors 11th LA online, see Ms. Dalton in room 705. 
 
AP English Language & Composition is a college level course for high school students interested in improving themselves as critical readers, 
thinkers, and writers. Our emphasis is two-fold: reading strategies for the “expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the 
basis of academic and professional communication" and writing from argumentative and analytical platforms. The course is designed for 
those who love reading, writing, and discussion, or are at least willing to apply themselves to the task. See Ms. Powell, Ms. Owens, Ms. 
Thompson or Mr. Wood more information. 
 
Rap, Rock, Reading, and Revolution-is a language arts class focused on the analysis of lyrical language and meaning. It is open to any and 
all Juniors, no musical skills required, appreciation of music and an open mind necessary! The course will explore the history of America 
through multiple genres of music with an emphasis on rap and rock styles. All aspects of a traditional A.P. Language and Composition 
Course will be included and there will be an intensive six week prep session for the A.P. exam. See Ms. Powell in 905 for more information 
 
AP Lang and the Law- Do you enjoy learning about current events and court cases? Have you ever wondered how laws hurt or help our 
society? Are you interested in crime and the justice system? If you answered “yes,” then this is the AP Language course for you. In addition 
to preparing for the AP Language exam, you will study American laws, court decisions, and their consequences. See Ms. Owens in 425 for 
more information. 
 
12th Grade LA— is a study of the great works of British Literature from the Anglo-Saxons and through the present day. There are also units in 
grammar, vocabulary, writing, and speaking. In addition, these students focus on college entrance and scholarship essays. **If you are 
interested in taking Honors 12th LA online, see Ms. Longe in computer lab 121-B 
 
AP English Literature- prepares students to enter into an 1102 (or equivalent) college level English class. The course is devoted to reading, 
analyzing, deconstructing and questioning texts at a high level. Skills are mostly assessed with in-class and out of class essays, but multiple 
choice assessments are also included. The course pushes students to think differently about written works by considering theoretical 
perspectives and author's purpose. Class discussions include psychological, historical, political, social and gender issues in relation to text. 
See Ms. Guilarte, Ms. Powell or Mr. Weeks for more information. 
 
AP Lit (Art Focus) is a college level course for high school students interested in improving themselves as critical readers, thinkers, and 
writers. In addition to traditional rigors of AP Literature, the class will analyze the characteristics of art and its movements to help explore the 
corresponding literary movements. Ultimately, the art will enrich and expand our appreciation of the literature we will be reading. See Mr. 
Weeks in 428 for more information. 
 
AP Lit- (Masterpieces, Movies, and Music)- is a traditional A.P. Literature course that uses multi-modal approaches ( written, aural, visual, 
nonverbal, and oral) to explore the greatest works of the British Literature Canon ( and a few classic Western texts as well). One third of the 
course is the appreciation and analysis of poetry with a heavy emphasis on pop culture songs. We read, watch great movies, listen to all 
kinds of music, and laugh as much as possible. Please join us! Bring questions to Mrs. Powell in 905. 
 
AP Lit (Creative Writing)- The AP Lit with Creative Writing Focus is a class that builds a bridge between your left and right brains! Creating 
unique writing pieces and exploring new ways to express your analytical skills will change the way you perceive reading and writing. See Ms. 
Guilarte in 427 for more information. 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th 
Grade 

12th Grade 

9th Grade Lit & Comp 10th Grade Lit & Comp 11th Grade Lit & Comp 12th British Lit & Comp 

9th Lit & Comp Honors 10th Lit & Comp Honors 11th Lit & Comp Honors or 
AP Language 

12 Lit & Comp Honors or 
AP Literature 

9th Lit & Comp Gifted 10th LIt & Comp Gifted AP Language Gifted AP Literature Gifted 



 

Language Arts: 
Questions? See Ms. Grosso for more information (RM 821) 

 
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COLLEGE PREP, HONORS, AND GIFTED CLASSES? 
College Prep courses support the language development of college-bound students. Each semester will have a balance of 
composition, applied grammar and literature. The development of vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test- 
taking skills will be an integral part of the curriculum. 

Honors & Gifted courses challenge college-bound students to extend and refine their use of language. The development of 
vocabulary, speaking, listening, researching, and test-taking skills will be an integral part of the curriculum. Honors and gifted 
courses are strongly encouraged for students planning to attend a large four-year university. Students must be tested into 
the Gifted program before they can be enrolled in a gifted course. 
WHO SHOULD TAKE AN AP ENGLISH COURSE??? 
We encourage students who have an interest in Language Arts and/or plan to attend a large four-year university to take at 
least one AP English class before they graduate. At least 5 hours per week are required outside of class for reading and 
essay preparation. 

 

ATTITUDE & PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS 

CP Students Honors Students Gifted Students 

● Proactively seek extra help when 
needed 

● Come prepared to class every day 
with an organized binder and 
completed homework 

● Be aware of upcoming dates; turnin 
assignments on time, thoroughly 
completed 

● Contribute to class discussion 

● More closely aligned with Gifted 
than CP 

● Take initiative and are 
self-motivated; proactively seek 
extra help when needed 

● Work independently 
● Set high expectations for their 

own work 
● Be aware of upcoming dates; turnin 

assignments on time, thoroughly 
and thoughtfully completed 

● Actively and thoughtfully, 
contribute to class discussions. 

● MUST QUALIFY FORGIFTED 
PROGRAM 

● Take initiative, are self-motivated 
and creative; proactively seek extra 
help when needed 

● Work independently 
● Set high expectations for their 

own work 
● Be aware of upcoming dates; turnin 

assignments on time, thoroughly 
and thoughtfully completed 

● Actively and thoughtfully contribute 
to class discussion 

● Come to class with questions and 
ready for discussion 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

 CP Students Honors Students Gifted Students 

Reading -Occasional outside reading 
-2 major works a semester 
-Understand the basic elements of 
the reading 

-Nightly outside reading 
-2 - 3 major works a semester 
-Understand and analyze longer 
passages on their own 

-Nightly outside reading 
-2 - 3 major works a semester 
-Understand and analyze longer 
passages on their own 

Writing -Finds textual evidence with 
support 
-Explains textual evidence 

-Finds relevant, credible textual 
evidence independently; cites 
properly 
-Fully explains and analyzes textual 
evidence 

-Finds relevant, credible, substantial 
textual evidence independently; 
cites properly 
-Fully analyzes textual evidence 

Vocab -5 units of 12 SAT words each 
semester, some Greek roots 

-5 units of 15 SAT words each 
semester, some Greek roots 

-5 units of 20 SAT words each 
semester, some Greek roots 

Grammar -Knows parts of speech 
-Recognizes and writes complete 
sentences 

-Knows parts of speech and how to 
apply them correctly 
-Writes clear and concise sentences 
avoiding run-ons, comma splices, 
and fragments 

3 

-Knows parts of speech and how to 
apply them correctly 
-Writes clear and concise 
sentences avoiding run-ons, 
comma splices, and fragments 
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ONLINE CLASSES AT NGHS 
 

NGHS also offers a variety of online classes. Below is a current list of online classes we offer locally. 
 

Language Arts: 11th grade Honors Language Arts (see Ms. Dalton in 705) 

12th grade Honors Language Arts (see Ms. Longe in 121B) 

Social Studies: CP/Honors US History (see Ms. Mirabal in TR 19A) 
 

CP/Honors Economics/Political Systems (see Mr. Thomas in TR19B) 
 

Spanish: CP/Honors Spanish 3 (see Ms. Hassell in 817) 
 

CTE: Marketing Principles (see Ms. Kucera in 123) 
ONLY for 11th & 12th graders 
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MATHEMATICS 
Algebra I– This is the first in a sequence of mathematical courses designed to prepare students to enter college at the calculus level. It 
includes relationships between quantities, equations and inequalities, linear and exponential relationships, describing data, transformations, 
and coordinate geometry. 
Math Strategies—The purpose of this elective is to provide additional support to students who have difficulty meeting math AKS on grade 
level. This course is taken concurrently with a student’s regular math class, giving extra time and using a variety of strategies to help students 
build a stronger foundation for success in their current and future mathematics courses. 

 
Geometry—This is the second in a sequence of four mathematics courses designed to prepare students for Calculus. It includes 
transformations, similarity, congruence, proofs, right triangle trigonometry, circles, volume, algebraic and geometric connections, and 
applications of probability. 
Accelerated Geometry– This is the second in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students to take AP Calculus AB or 
BC in their high school program. The course incorporates 1½ years of content in the standard math sequence. It includes number systems, 
quadratic functions, geometry, probability, data inferences and conclusions, polynomial functions, rational & radical relationships, 
exponentials & logarithms, and trigonometric functions & mathematical modeling. 

 
Algebra II– This is the third in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students to enter college at the calculus level. It 
includes exponential and logarithmic functions, matrices, polynomial functions of higher degree, conic sections, and normal distributions. 

 
College Readiness Mathematics —This course focuses on key content and practice standards to ensure that students will be ready for 
post-secondary academic courses and career preparation in non-STEM fields. The course will revisit and expand the understanding of 
content standards introduced in earlier mathematics courses and will emphasize numeracy, algebra and functions, geometry, and statistics 
in a variety of contexts. 
Pre-Calculus—This is the fourth in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students to enter college at the calculus level. 
It includes circles, parabolas, ellipses, hyperbolas, trigonometric and inverse functions, trigonometric identities, matrices, vectors, & 
probability. 
Accelerated Pre-Calculus—This is the third in a sequence of mathematics courses designed to prepare students to take AP Calculus AB 
or BC. It includes trigonometric and inverse functions, trigonometric identities, parametric equations, polar graphs, matrices, vectors, conic 
sections, and probability. 
Statistical Reasoning- This course provides experiences in statistics, offering students opportunities to strengthen their understanding of 
the statistical method of inquiry and statistical simulations. Students will formulate statistical questions to be answered using data, design 
and implement a plan to collect the appropriate data, select appropriate graphical and numerical methods for data analysis, and interpret 
their results to make connections with the initial question. 

 
Calculus—This course is a non-AP survey of calculus which will prepare students for college level calculus. Topics include problem 
solving, reasoning & estimation, functions, limits and continuity, derivatives, applications of derivatives, integrals, and applications of the 
integral. 
AP Calculus AB—The objectives follow the AP syllabus developed by the College Board for the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus 
Examination. This college level course provides an in-depth examination of limits, derivatives, and integrals of algebraic and 
transcendental functions; continuity; applications of derivatives to related rates; maxima and minima; curve sketching; integration formulas; 
applications of the definite integral; and methods of integration. 
AP Calculus BC— The objectives follow the AP syllabus developed by the College Board for the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus BC 
Examination. This college level course provides an in-depth examination of limits, derivatives, and integrals of algebraic and transcendental 
functions; continuity; applications of derivatives to related rates; maxima and minima; curve sketching; integration formulas; applications of 
the definite integral; methods of integration, graphing, and integrating in polar coordinates; infinite sequences and series; power series, 
vectors; and differential equations. 
Advanced Calculus II - This course is the study of integral evaluation, limits of sequences, application of function concepts, application of 
polar coordinates, L’Hosptial’s Rule, Pappus’s Theorem on surface area, differentiation & integration of power series, three dimensional 
coordinate geometry, vectors, and vector calculus. This course is taken after AP Calculus AB. 
Multivariable Calculus— This course is the study of three-dimensional coordinate geometry, matrices & determinants, eigenvalues & 
eigenvectors of matrices, limits & continuity of functions with two independent variables, partial differentiation, multiple integration, the 
gradient, the divergence, the curl, Theorems of Green, Stokes, and Gauss, line integrals, integrals independent of path, and linear first-order 
differential equations. This course is taken after AP Calculus BC. 

 
AP Statistics—This college level course provides an in-depth experience in statistical concepts and methods, including data collection and 
exploration, experimental and theoretical probability, probability distributions, and descriptive and inferential statistics. 

 
ELECTIVE MATH CLASS: 

Math of Finance—Teaches the fundamentals and importance of saving, budgeting, debt, and credit. The class teaches the mathematics 
of compound interest and tax calculations. Also emphasizes being a good consumer in relation to insurance, retirement, and giving. 

 
. 
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MATH SEQUENCE AND COURSE OFFERINGS 

 
 

 
Dashed lines- if 8th grade students do NOT accept Carnegie unit, thenthey 
may take. 

 
 Students who have shown mastery of the AKS in 8th grade Mathematics courses eligible for the Carnegie unit 
 credit, may progress to the next course in the Math sequence with or without acceptance of the Carnegie unit 
 credit. 

Mathematics: 
See Ms. Bishop for more information (Rm 622 ) 
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SCIENCE 
See Mr. White (Rm 715) or Ms. Reed (Rm 210) for more 
information 

 
 

Four years of science are required for students. 
All students must receive credit for BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, and PHYSICS & 1 Science Elective. 

 
Biology (CP/Honors)—This course is designed to help students learn the major theories and principles of the living world. 
Laboratory experience to develop problem-solving abilities is emphasized. Students taking the course have the opportunity to 
earn honors credit by meeting additional requirements set by the course team teachers. 

 
Gifted Biology- This accelerated course is designed for students who excel in science and are inquisitive about biological 
theories and applications. The course is designed to move at a rapid pace so that students can take the principles learned 
and use those in critical and creative ways. These skills will help them succeed in Advanced Science Courses throughout 
high school. This course requires students to be engaged learners, work well in independent and group settings and commit 
to 30-60 minutes of time investment per night. Students will NOT have a summer assignment but they will read a novel during 
the school year. 

 
AP Biology—This yearlong course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by 
biology majors during their first or second year. Major topics covered in this class include molecules and cells, heredity and 
evolution, and organisms and populations. The AP Biology course is designed to be taken by students after the successful 
completion of a first course in high school biology; however, students in grades 9-12 may enroll in AP Biology. Ninth graders 
requesting this course should be in the top 3% of their class, have a strong interest in the study of science, possess a strong 
work ethic and the maturity to succeed in a college-level course. Students in this class will also have a recommended 
summer assignment. This is an extremely rigorous class. Students in this class should expect to study an hour or more daily. 

 
Chemistry (CP/Honors)—This course deals with matter, its composition and the changes it undergoes. Laboratory 
experience to develop problem-solving abilities is emphasized. Students taking the course have the opportunity to earn 
honors credit by meeting additional requirements set by the course team teachers. 
Gifted Chemistry—This accelerated course is designed for gifted students who excel in science and math to help them learn 
the major theories and principles of the living world while preparing them for the opportunity to take Advanced Placement 
science classes in the following years. Laboratory experience to develop problem solving abilities is emphasized. This class 
requires students to study daily in order to achieve the academic success they desire. 

 
AP Chemistry— This yearlong course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course (2 semesters worth) 
and lab class usually taken during the first college year. Major topics include structure of matter, states of matter, reactions, 
kinetics, equilibrium, electrochemistry, and thermodynamics. Critical thinking skills are required and developed in this course. 
The college board (AP) recommends this as a second year course in Chemistry taken after 2 years of Algebra. Therefore, it 
is strongly recommended this course follow successful completion of either Honors or Gifted Chemistry AND 
Algebra II (or Accelerated Pre-Calculus). However, students who have not taken chemistry, but have shown great success 
in AP Biology (75 or higher without the 10 points) or an 85 in Biology and successful completion of Algebra 2. A high aptitude 
for math often predicts success in this course. Students who want to take this course should possess a strong work ethic 
(willing to put in 10+ hours per week of independent studying) and the maturity to succeed in a college-level course. Parents 
and students will need to sign a waiver acknowledging the rigor of the AP Chemistry class. Students in this class will also 
have a recommended summer assignment. 

 
Physics (CP/Honors)—This course covers the topics taught in a traditional course of physics with an emphasis placed on 
mastering the underlying concepts that govern the physical world. Laboratory experience to develop problem-solving abilities 
is emphasized. Students taking this course have the opportunity to earn honors credit by meeting additional requirements set 
by the course team teachers. 

 
AP Physics I—This yearlong college level course is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course that explores 
topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion), work, energy, and power, mechanical waves and sound, 
and introductory, simple circuits. Through inquiry-based learning, students will develop scientific critical thinking and 
reasoning skills. Students taking this class should have a strong interest in the study of science and be recommended by their 
10th grade chemistry teacher or 11th grade CP/Honors Physics teacher. Students in this class will also have a 
recommended summer assignment. 
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SCIENCE 
See Mr. White (Rm 715) or Ms. Reed (Rm 210) for more information 

 
 

Four years of science are required for students. 
All students must receive credit for BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, and PHYSICS as well as 1 Science Elective. 

 

 
CP/Honors Biology 
Students 

Gifted Biology Students 

Classroom 
Expectations 

● Meet AKS academic standards. 
● Ask questions when unsure of informationin 

class. 
● Apply basic science vocabulary. 
● Willing to improve. 
● Come to class prepared daily. 
● Record assignments in agenda or calendar. 
● Turn in assignments on time. 
● Participate in classactivities. 
● Utilize any excess time for additional help, 

completion of classwork, or begin homework. 
● Spend 20-30 minutes a night working on 

Science. 
● Successfully assess AKS concepts. 

TO ACHIEVE HONORS CREDIT STUDENTS 
MUST: 

● Exceed AKS academic standards 
● Turn work in on time 
● Participate in class activities andextend 

those activities at home 
● Utilize any additional time to godeeper 

into the current topic 
● Successfully assess beyondAKS 

concepts 

● Exceed AKS academic standards.( Should have 
made an A in 7th grade life science and physical 
science) 

● Take initiative; be self-motivated ANDcreative. 
● Desire to continue into a higher levelscience 

field (AP Biology) 
● Apply science concepts to real-world problems. 
● Desire to go deeper into science concepts. 
● Come to class prepared daily. 
● Keep track of assignments and due dates. 
● Turn in work on time. 
● Participate in class activities and extendthose 

activities at home. 
● Utilize any additional time to go deeper intothe 

current topic. 
● Spend 30-60 minutes a night workingon 

science. 
● Successfully assess beyond AKS concepts 
● Be project oriented and look to applyconcepts 

into real-world scenarios 

Reading 
Requirements 

● Textbook 
● Informational articles 

● Textbook 
● Scientific articles 

Writing 
Requirements 

● Gateway practice writings (2 per semester) 
● Formal Lab Reports (2 per semester) 

● Gateway practice writings (3 per semester) 
● Formal Lab Reports (6-7 per semester) 
● Persuasive writings 

Vocabulary 
Expectations 

● AKS Vocabulary 
● Basic Greek roots for Biology 

● AKS Vocabulary and some AP Biology 
vocabulary 

● Basic Greek roots for Biology 

 
Teachers at NGMS of students who are enrolled in 8th grade Biology and accept the Carnegie 
unit will make recommendations for students to take Chemistry, AP Environmental Science or 
AP Biology in the 9th grade. Students who do not accept the Biology credit will be 
recommended for CP/Honors, Gifted or AP Biology. 
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SCIENCE 
See Mr. White (Rm 715) or Ms. Reed (Rm 210) for more information 

Four years of science are required for students. 
All students must receive credit for BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, and PHYSICS & 1 Science Elective. 

 
4th Year Science Elective Courses 

 
Anatomy and Physiology—Study of the human body structure and function. Course is taught at a 
pace that allows all students to learn at their own level .Great course for students who plan to go into a 
medical field or just want to learn about the body and do dissections. Anatomy & Physiology counts 
towards HOPE credits. 

 
AP Biology, AP Chemistry and AP Physics I—See descriptions on previous page. Any of these 
classes can be taken as a fourth-year elective science class. Students in this class will have a 
recommended summer assignment. 

 
APPhysics C—This yearlong college level course is a calculus-based physics course that includes the 
study of mechanics, electricity, and magnetism. This course is the equivalent of an advanced physics 
course commonly offered at colleges and universities for students preparing for a career in engineering 
or other science major. Pre-requisites: CP/Honors Physics or AP Physics I and concurrently with or 
after AP Calculus. 
Students in this class will have a recommended summer assignment. 

 
AP Environmental Science—This yearlong course is designed to be equivalent of a one-semester, 
introductory college level course in environmental science. Major topics covered include science is a 
process, energy conversions underlie all ecological processes, the earth itself is one interconnected 
system, humans alter natural systems, environmental problems have a cultural and social context, and 
human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. Students in 
this class will have a recommended summer assignment. 

 
Oceanography—Students must have successfully completed biology prior to taking this course. This 
yearlong course is a senior elective for students interested in the marine sciences. The course covers a 
wide range of material encompassed within the field of oceanography including challenging activities, 
laboratory activities, potential field experiences and individual class projects. Students will learn about 
the complex systems of the oceans and the vast diversity of marine organisms and habitats. Students 
should be serious about taking on this challenge as the course is taught from an interdisciplinary 
perspective and many other sciences are brought into discussion and course work. 
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Required Courses 

Social Studies: 
 
 

 
10th Grade - College Prep/Honors World History— This two semester 
course provides a comprehensive, chronological survey of the significant 
conditions, challenges and accomplishments that have influenced the progress 
of humankind. 

 
AP World History—This course is being changed by the College Board to, now, only cover 1200-present day. This presents 
a great challenge to those students who choose to take AP World History without having AP Human Geography or any other 
social studies to help prepare for this level of an AP class. We strongly suggest participating in Summer reading and AP 
World Digital Bootcamp. In AP World History, there is a high emphasis on keeping up with outside reading requirements so 
that we can develop the Historical Thinking Skills (analysis, contextualization, synthesis, argumentation, continuity and 
change over time, causation, comparison, etc.) necessary for the students to be successful at analyzing the high-level 
document-based questions. 

 
11th Grade 
College Prep/Honors US History—This two semester course provides a comprehensive, chronological survey of the 
history of the United States.**If you are interested in taking this course through NGHS on-line, see Ms. Mirabal in TR 
19A for details.** 
AP US History—This course provides students with factual knowledge and analytical skills in the interpretation of the 
history of the United States. See Ms. Mullis in 900 for more information. 

 
12th Grade 
College Prep/Honors Economics—Economics is a required one-semester course designed to enable students to make 
choices relying on past historical and geographical knowledge to actively and successfully engage in our complex society. 
**If you are interested in taking this course through NGHS on-line, see Mr. Thomas in TR 19B for details.** 
AP Macroeconomics—This course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, 
and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth, and international 
economics. See Ms. Nicely in 102 for more information. 
College Prep/Honors Political Systems—Political Systems is a required one-semester course designed to provide 
students with a fundamental understanding of their rights and responsibilities as citizens examining the American political 
structure and process. **If you are interested in taking this course through NGHS on-line, see Mr. Thomas in TR 19B 
for details.** 
AP American Government— This course provides an overview of government, politics, and political behavior at the local, 
state, and national levels. The objectives for this course follow the College Board syllabus, preparing students for the AP 
Exam. A minimum of 30 minutes is required nightly for reading and note-taking. See Mr. Neithercut in 101 for more 
information. 
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Electives 
Psychology/Sociology—Psychology introduces students to psychological principles, helps students understand and interpret their own behavior and the 

behavior of others. Sociology is the science that studies human society and social behavior. This class gives all students a better and broader 
understanding of themselves and their world. (Grades 11-12) 

AP Psychology—AP Psychology is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human 
beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology. Students also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practices. It is also a great course to help 
prepare students to take AP Language & Composition. (Grades 11-12 will be given priority for scheduling) 

AP Art History—This is an introductory college art history course. This course requires a commitment to academic work to meet the college standards. 
AP Art History will help students understand architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms within their historical and cultural context. The course 
will cover the major forms of artistic expression from the past to the present allowing students to engage in the skillful practice of art criticism. See Ms. 
Nicely for more information. (Grades 10-11-12) 

AP European History—What was missing from your AP WORLD class? All the violence, intrigue, and risqué artwork from Europe from the Renaissance 
to the present! In this year-long class, we read, discuss, and analyze primary documents to add to our historical understanding. See Ms. Nicely for more 
information. (Grades 10-11-12) 

AP Microeconomics—This course gives students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to functions of individual 
decision-makers, both consumers & producers, within the larger economic system. The course places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of 
product markets, and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting greater efficiency & equity in the economy. Online 
through GVS only. (Grades 11-12) Must be taken with APCG 

AP Comparative Government—This course emphasizes the philosophical basis, as well as the political, social, and economic realities of capitalism, 
communism, socialism, and fascism. (Grades 11-12) Must be taken with AP Microeconomics 
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Gifted students report to the gifted program teacher each day and then leave 
campus for work programs throughout the community. Students work closely with 
mentors and with county gifted coordinators who monitor the work environment. 
County gifted supervisors make on-site visits to monitor student progress. Interns 
are also required to attend several seminars during the semester. 
Applications are due by Jan. 31st and must be approved by Dr. Chalk. 

 
 

Gifted Internship 
(Grades 11-12) 

 
 
 

GIFTED EDUCATION : Questions? See Dr. Chalk 409 F or Ms. 
Nicely 102 

 
 
 

PEER LEADING 
 

 
Peer Leadership 
(Grade 11- 12) 

What is a Peer Leader? Peer Leaders serve as office support, 
ambassadors and role models for their peers. All Peer Leaders are required 
to also serve as freshman mentors. 

 
When could you be a Peer Leader? Peer Leaders are seniors who are on 
track for graduation. They are trained in leadership skills, communication 
techniques and peer mediation. They are also assigned to offices throughout 
NGHS to practice the leadership skills acquired through training. 

 
Why be a Peer Leader? You may change a life. You may be the first person 
to offer a hand up to a fellow student. 

 
Applications are available in 918 and are due by Jan. 31st in 918. 

 
Many 9th grade students choose to take Geography as a Social Studies Elective. 

World Geography — Students will expand their knowledge of not only geographical locations, but also the cultures and 
environments that shape the world. (Grades 9-12) 

Advanced Placement Human Geography — Students will be challenged to develop critical thinking skills while exploring 
humanity’s place in an increasingly globalized world. A great course to introduce the AP curriculum to freshmen. (Grades 
9-12) 

Social Studies: 
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Library Science is an academic elective in Gwinnett County Public Schools. Students who apply to take Library Science 
learn all aspects of running a school media center. Students are introduced to the arrangement of the media center, 
classification of media materials according to the Dewey Decimal System, and the use and location of audiovisual and 
multimedia equipment. NGHS Library Science students learn these skills through hands-on experience and activities as well 
as written assignments and independent study projects. (Grades 11-12) 

 
Questions? See Mr. Stewart Collaborative 
Learning Center 
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EL: ENGLISH LEARNERS 
Our mission is to support students’ pursuit of excellence by learning English and 
academic content in all content areas by learning the Academic Knowledge and 
Skills and meeting state standards. As a program we strive to enhance the 
instructional experience of all English language learners in all aspects of the 
school life. 

 

 
 

Language Arts Classes Sheltered & Cluster Content 
Courses 

Students must complete four years of Language 
Arts courses to earn a high school diploma. ESOL 
Language Arts classes at Level II and above 
count toward this requirement. All ESOL students 
will take one of the following combinations of 
Language Arts courses: 

 
ESOL I: Language, Literature I ESOL LDC I 

(Elective credit only) 
OR 
English ESOL II 
ESOL LDC II 
OR 
English ESOL III 
CP Freshman Language Arts (S) 
OR 
CP Sophomore Language Arts (S) 
OR 
CP Junior Language Arts (S) 

 
ELECTIVE Courses: 
Language Development in the Content Areas II 
(LDCII) 

 
*(S) indicates this is a sheltered language arts course. * 

Students may also register for cluster and 
sheltered content area courses. In the Cluster 
Content Course, the same AKS and curriculum as 
non-ESOL courses is taught by a specially trained 
teacher to provide language support for students 
in a regular-ed classroom. 

 
The Sheltered Content courses teaches the same 
AKS and curriculum as non-ESOL courses, but 
provide smaller class sizes and specially trained 
teachers to provide language support for all 
students. 

 
The following courses are taught in either a 
Clustered or Sheltered setting: 

 
Biology 
Ecology 
Chemistry 
World History 
US History 
Algebra 1 
Geometry 
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Many colleges require at least two consecutive years of a foreign language for admittance. 

Some universities expect three and sometimes four years of the same foreign language on a student’s transcript. 
 

Spanish: See Ms Morris 
Spanish I Spanish III 
Spanish I Honors Spanish IIIHonors 
Spanish I Gifted Spanish III Gifted 
Spanish II *Spanish IV Honors 
Spanish II Honors AP Spanish Language 
Spanish II Gifted AP Spanish LangGifted 

Did you know there are an estimated 350 million 
native Spanish speakers worldwide? That there 
are 23 countries in the world where Spanish is the 
dominant language? That according to the US Census 
Bureau by the year 2050,102.6 million Hispanics will live in 
the US? That 53% of language learners in US colleges 
and universities are choosing Spanish over other foreign 
language classes? That with the rapidly increasing 
Hispanic population in the US there are now a multitude of 
career fields that seek to hire Spanish/English speaking 
employees? That bilingual employees often receive a 
higher salary than their non-Spanish speaking 
counterparts? That learning Spanish will improve your 
reading and writing skills in English? That you will embark 
on a culturally rich experience and explore the mystic 
Empire of the Aztecs, the magnificent masterpieces of 
artists such as Picasso and Goya, and the blissful musicof 
contemporary vocalists such as Shakira and Enrique 
Iglesias? That we also have a Spanish Club and an 
Honorary Society? Need more? Well, sign up!! 

¡El español es fabuloso! 
* Spanish IV is a history & literature course taught in the 
target language. 

 
Latin: See Mr. Rhilinger 

 
Latin I Latin V 
Latin II AP Latin 
Latin III AP Latin Gifted 

 
Hey you! 
Let’s work on that SAT score! Latin students score better 
on the SATs than every other category of student in high 
school! Hey you! Let’s fill up that college application? 
NGHS Latin= success! We are among the best in the world 
on the National Latin Exam, we are one of the largest Latin 
Clubs in the country, we win over fifty awards at our State 
Convention every year, and we win certamen (Latin quiz 
bowl) championships all the time! Behind every one of 
these achievements are a bunch of Latin students who 
have awesome college applications. 
Hey you! See what you could be doing! 

French: See Ms. Sadler 
French I French III Honors 
French I Gifted French III Gifted 
French II French IV Honors 
French II Honors AP French 
French II Gifted AP French Gifted 
French III 

 
Everyone can be successful in French! All types of 
students will find their own level of success in our French 
program. Starting in French I, students will be able to 
communicate by speaking and writing in French. By the 
time students are in French IV or AP French, they will be 
able to read authentic texts, listen to authentic recordings 
and be able to converse in French at theIntermediate-High 
level. Studying French will open lots of doors for you in the 
future. French is currently spoken by more than 270 million 
people but is predicted to increase to 750 million by2050! 

 
Students studying French at NGHS will have the 
opportunities to: 

- Participate in French Club 
- Participate in National French Honor Society 
- Travel to France 
- Participate in student exchanges 

Bienvenue et à bientôt! 

 
 
 
German: See Ms Mooney 

German I German IV (COMING 2021-22) 

German II AP German 
German III AP German Gifted 

German at North Gwinnett offers students the opportunity 
to learn the language and culture of one of the United 
States’ most important political and economic allies. 
German is the most commonly spoken language in Europe 
(over 124 million speakers) and is a national language in 
six countries. German is the second most important 
language (behind English) in the fields of business, 
medicine, and science. The German Club at NGHS meets 
monthly, exploring German culture,holidays, games and 
food. We also have an active chapter of the National 
German Honor Society, Delta Epsilon Phi. Many of the 
students at North attend the state German Convention 
every February, and other competitions throughout the year 
are available to students who wish to compete in German. 

** Honors credit can be earned in levels 2, 3 & 4. It’s 
added to transcripts at the end of each semester. 

World Languages 
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See Lt. Col Kim or 
TSgt Evans 

The Junior ROTC program is a one to four-year progressive leadership course co-sponsored by the Gwinnett Public School 
System and the United States Air Force. This co-educational program teachers aerospace science classes to include history 
of airpower, national defense, aerodynamics and space operations. Extra curricular activities include visits to Air Force 
bases, physical fitness, drill, rifle training, community service and field trips. Uniforms, equipment, and textbooks are 
provided without charge. Our mission is to instill in our students the values of leadership, service to the community, personal 
responsibility, self discipline and a sense of accomplishment. (Grades 9-10-11-12). 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Questions? 
See Ms. Rolle 822 

 
 

 
PERSONAL FITNESS: This course is a graduation requirement and a prerequisite to all elective physical education 
courses. It provides the students with basic knowledge and understanding of how to obtain a healthy level of physical 
fitness. It is recommended that this course be taken in the 9th grade. 

 
HEALTH: This course is a graduation requirement designed to offer a practical approach to health topics that concern 
adolescents. It covers knowledge and skills necessary for personal health and well-being and the prevention and treatment 
of injury. It is recommended that this course be taken in the 9th grade. 

 
SPORTS MEDICINE: Sports Medicine is a year long elective course designed as an introduction to the fields of sports 
medicine, athletic training, and physical therapy. It will provide the student with basic information relevant to the prevention, 
recognition, first aid, referral and rehabilitation of athletic injuries. The students will also learn the basics of training room 
organization and function. First Aid & CPR will provide students with the necessary skills to assess and care for patients in 
emergency situations. The course will cover the legal aspects of first responder care, personal safety and protection, patient 
assessment, patient stabilization and basic trauma and first aid information. Requires 10 outside hours working with a 
school trainer. 

PERSONAL FITNESS MUST be taken before you can sign up for the following electives: 
BODY SCULPTING (females): This weight training course includes INTENSE WEIGHT LIFTING at a high tempo that will 
increase in difficulty throughout the year. This class may include power training exercises, stretching, calisthenics, running 
for speed development and conditioning, stations to develop quickness, and plyometrics. See Ms. Heil for information. 

 
TEAM SPORTS: This series of courses provides an opportunity to learn the history, rules and basic skills of the following 
team sports: basketball, volleyball, soccer, touch/flag football, handball, ultimate frisbee and kickball. Students experience 
team play, strategy development, and officiating techniques in each of the teams sports offered. Tournaments are also 
included. 

 
WEIGHT TRAINING: A course that provides a student with the opportunities to develop muscular strength and endurance 
through the use of weight training and conditioning principles. 
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See Ms. Fleming 
Rm 605 

 
M 

MATH OF FINANCE: Teaches the fundamentals and importance of saving, budgeting, debt, and credit. 
The class teaches the mathematics of compound interest and tax calculations. Also emphasizes being 
a good consumer in relation to insurance, retirement, and giving. Grades 10-12 

 
 

YEARBOOK Questions? See Ms. Longe (Room 121B) 
Grades 10-11-12 with teacher approval—- Multimedia Journalism is a project- based class in which students work 
collaboratively in photography, graphic design, social media, reporting, writing, and marketing. Students can specialize in 
one area of interest and can contribute to the marketing, publication and distribution of the yearbook. Students have the 
unique opportunity to work hands-on with a real publishing company to publish their own work using programs such as 
InDesign, Photoshop, and HJStitch. If you have interest in photography, Photoshop, web design, graphic design, creative 
writing, news reporting or marketing, this is a great place to showcase your talent. 

 
DEBATE & PHILOSOPHY Questions? See Mr. Weeks (Room 428) 
Grades 10-11-12 with teacher approval— Competitive Speaking (extemporaneous speaking, original oratory, and oral 
interpretation, with a major emphasis on debate) trains and permits students to express their individual talents in 
competition. The skills taught and used are those which students develop within the classroom as part of their regular 
academic instruction. Philosophy introduces students to philosophy and its history through topics found in classical 
philosophical writings, such as the nature of truth and knowledge, mind and body, freedom and determinism, right and 
wrong, as well as many others. We will also explore how knowledge is formed by the different “ways of knowing” and how 
those ways are expressed, organized and connected. 

 
CREATIVE WRITING Questions? See Ms. Powell (Room 905) 
Creative writing is a WORKshop that dedicates a minimum of two days a week to developing and writing your own material. 
We explore multiple genres of reading and writing, but we focus on one major reading text per semester and at least two 
long form pieces over the course of the year. There is an emphasis on character creation and world building. Any level of a 
serious writer is welcome! 

 
Dramatic Writing (Film, Television, & Theatre I) Questions? See Ms. Van Sickle (Trailer 23) 
Dramatic Writing gives the aspiring writer an opportunity to learn secrets of writing for the entertainment industry. In 
partnership with The Georgia Film Academy, students get the chance to learn what it takes to make it as a screenwriter in 
Georgia's ever-expanding film industry. Learn the fundamentals of the writer's life as you learn how to write scripts for plays, 
film, and television. This in-depth course is exciting and fast-paced, but it requires students to commit themselves to the goal 
of becoming accomplished writers. 

 
 

 

Language Arts Electives 
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Choral Music: Questions? See Mr. Wright in the Chorus Room 
Join one of the top choral programs in the state and be a part of our musical family! 

Intermediate Women’s Chorus (non-auditioned): Open to any female student regardless of past choral 
experience or ability. 

 
Intermediate/Advanced Men’s Chorus (non-auditioned): Open to any male student regardless of past choral 
experience or ability. Men 9-12 grade sing in class together, and learn the same repertoire with the  
advanced men. Varying AKS, between the two levels, are taken into account with any written coursework. 

Advanced Women’s Chorus (auditioned): Open to female students with at least one year in high school 
chorus. Sight-reading skills are a must. 

Mastery Women’s Chorus (auditioned): Developing vocal technique, advanced sight-reading skills and  

upper level musicianship is the main instructional emphasis of this class. Grades 10-12 
 

**Students in all classes have an opportunity to audition for All-State chorus, to participate in Honor’s 
Chorus, and to attend class trips and events.** 

Fine Arts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
n  

e  

Theatre,Chorus,Orchestra, 
THEATRE: Questions? See Ms. Owens in the Theater 

Fundamentals of Theatre I/II: Grades 9-12 
Learn about theatre from the inside out. You will get an introduction to improvisation, mime, movement, the 
backstage and the history of theatre. YEARLONG COURSE 
**Theatre Fundamentals I/II is required to take all upper level theatre classes, including production classes. 
ALL NGHS plays are produced through production classes. 

 
Acting I- III: Grades 10-12 
This course is the young actor’s chance to experience the thrill of being in an NGHS production. Students act and work 
behind the scenes to put a show together. Some after school and weekend rehearsals required. 
YEARLONG COURSE-- Prerequisite: Audition, Introduction to Theatre 

 
Advanced Drama I-IV (One Act): Grades 10-12 
This course provides an opportunity for the experienced student performer or technician to take part in a major 
production. Some after school and weekend rehearsals required. YEARLONG COURSE-- Prerequisite Audition, 
Introduction to Theatre, and any acting or production class 

 
Musical Theatre: Grades 10-12 
This class produces two musicals a year. It gives student performers the chance to sing, dance and act  
while work on a major production. Some after school and weekend rehearsals required. YEARLONG COURSE.  
 Prequisite: Audition, Introduction to Theatre or any NGHS chorus class. 
 
Technical Theatre I-IV (Stagecraft): Grades 10-12 
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Fine arts: Band, Orchestra, Chorus, 
Theatre, dance and Visual Arts 

 

Band: Questions? See Mr. Gilbert or Mr. Harris (Band Room) 

Intermediate Band (Concert Band I & II) 

Advanced Band (Symphonic Band) 

Mastery Band (Symphonic Winds) 

Intermediate Instrumental Ensemble 
(9th grade Percussion) 

9th grade students are generally placed into the 
Intermediate Band based on Middle School band 
directors’ recommendations. Advanced rising 9th 
grade students who wish to be considered for 
placement in the Advanced or Mastery Band will 
be required to schedule an audition with the high 
school directors. Extracurricular Band programs 
include Marching Band, Color Guard, Winter 
Guard, Indoor Drumline, Jazz Ensemble and 
Bulldog Basketball Band. The NGHS Marching 
Band is an extracurricular ensemble comprised of 
any students from all band courses. 

 
 

Orchestra: Questions? See Ms. McCombe or Ms. Lansou (Orchestra Room) 
** An interview/audition is required for placement in advanced level orchestras** 

Students are expected to participate in all concerts and extra rehearsals 
Intermediate Orchestra — Students should have mastered two-octave scales and will begin on three-octave 
scales and advanced technique of tone, rhythm, intonation and upper positions in preparation for the next level 
orchestra. Emphasis is on building technical skills to perform music at level IV. 

Advanced Orchestra — Class focus is on techniques of bowing, higher positions, rhythm, and intonation in 
preparation for the next level orchestra. Emphasis is on building musicianship skills to perform at level IV/V. 

Mastery Orchestra — Class focus is on performance of standard professional repertoire, and acquiring 
professional techniques of bowing, shifting, vibrato, tone and rhythm. Emphasis is on building musicianship skills 
to perform at level VI and beyond. 

Dance: Questions? See Ms. O’Leary 
Students with dance background are 
encouraged to audition! 
Contact Ms. O’Leary for a placement audition, 
678-482-1091 
Courses Offered: 
Introduction to Dance (Modern I-IV): Open to 
all students, no audition necessary. This class 
is for students with a little to no prior dance 
training. 
Intermediate Dance (Dance I-IV): Audition 
required. Open to all grade levels 
Advanced Dane (Ballet I-IV): Audition 
required. 
Dance Composition: Open to Advanced level 
dancers. 

NGHS Dance Department: 
 

North Gwinnett High School’s Dance Department provides 
students with the technical skills, vocabulary, and historical 
knowledge necessary to gain a clear understanding and 
appreciation in all areas of dance. Course study involves, jazz, 
ballet, modern dance, choreography, dance history and 
anatomy. 

 
Each semester all students will perform in a Dance Concert 
showcasing their talents and technical achievements of the 
semester. The dance department offers classes in fours levels 
that are available to students in all grade levels; the 
Intermediate and Advanced class require a placement 
audition. 
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Music Technology: Questions? See Mr. English in 413 
Beginning Music Technology: This laboratory class explores the world of electronic digital music production. 
Students will delve into the world of MIDI synthesizers and learn to compose multi-task digital recordings using 
the latest notation and sequencing software. This class will study the historical significance of the computer as 
related to musical technology and begin to explore uses of computers in creating soundtracks to movies and 
commercials. 

 
Intermediate Music Technology: This laboratory class picks up from where Beginning Music Tech leaves 
off. Students will continue to delve into creating music soundtracks to movies, TV, commercials, and computer 
games through the use of computers, synthesizers, and studio engineering. Further mastery of compositional 
techniques, harmonization, orchestration and arranging will be explored in depth. Students will leave this class 
with the fundamentals to pursue music production in the music industry. * Prerequisite is Beginning Music 
Technology 

 
Advanced Music Technology: See Mr. English in 413 for more information. 

Guitar: Questions? see Mr. Lambeth in506 
Intermediate Guitar: Students increase sight-reading skills and perform guitar repertoire at the intermediate 
competency level. Students explore strumming patterns and learn to read and perform barre chords, basic bass 
guitar, and basic classical guitar arpeggios and tunes. 

 
Advanced Guitar: Students perform melodies with more advanced phrasing, dynamics, and articulation, and 
perform diminished chords and advanced jazz/pop chords. 

Piano: Questions? see Ms. Greer in505 
Beginning Piano: This course is designed for students who wish to develop basic piano playing skills. Students 
will learn basic piano skills using both hands including a five-finger position, scales, progressions, fingering 
techniques and accompaniment. Students will learn basic music theory including: notes, rhythm, harmony and 
form and perform solo and ensemble music. This class will require preparation time outside of the classroom 
instruction. 

Music Theory Electives: 
Beginning Music Theory— 
This course introduces the fundamentals of music theory, including key signatures, meter, tempo and dynamic 
terms, and harmonic progressions. Emphasis is placed on developing the students’ sight singing, music 
dictation, and analysis skills. Students interpret figured bass symbols and analyze musical texture and form. 
Some formal music training is suggested. See Mr. Lambeth in room 506 for more information. 

 
AP Music Theory — 
Emphasis is placed on harmonic structure of music and aural analysis of harmony. Prerequisite: Four semesters 
of Instrumental Music or Vocal Music courses are strongly encouraged. Students must have at least a B+ 
average in music courses and a B average in mathematics. If you are not enrolled in a Instrumental or Vocal 
music course and wish to take AP Music Theory or if you have general questions, see Ms. McCombe in room 
508 for more information. 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
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VISUAL ARTS 
Visual Art Comp I/II (2D/ 3D) – This introduction visual art class is structured as one semester each for a year-long study (Grades 9-12). 
This course is the prerequisite to all other intermediate and advanced level visual art courses. 
E-mail: Dallas_Gillespie@gwinnett.k12.ga.us for more information 

 
 

2D/3D is an introductory studio art class consisting of hands on production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics. Students will use a 
variety of materials and media to create final artworks. The students will be expected to communicate both verbally and in written form 
about their work. The entire art period will be used as an opportunity to create and learn. 

2D Both elements and principles of art will be included in the course study, but elements will be the major focus. Students will explore 
a variety of media, including graphite, color pencil, oil pastel, crayon, watercolor, acrylic paint, marker, etc. Students will also 
learn various techniques as they create drawings, paintings, collages, and various other design items. 

3D Both elements and principles of art will be included in this semester of study, but the principles will be the major focus for this 
course. Students will explore a variety of sculptural media such as relief, clay, wire, paper mache, etc. Creations will include 
paper relief, pottery, masks, wire forms and various other sculptural items. Art history will be emphasized. 

Instructors: Karen Campbell, Dallas Gillespie and Yvette Kim—Locations: Rooms 406-408 
 

DP (Drawing and Painting I) – Prerequisite: Must pass 2D/3D 
This is a year-long intermediate to advanced level art studio course, specializing in the two-dimensional forms of drawing and painting. A 
wide variety of drawing and painting techniques, styles and applications will be explored. The student will demonstrate a breadth of skills 
and under-standing for a variety of these techniques. The student will be able to communicate verbally and in written form throughout all 
levels of the creative process. See Yvette Kim—Locations: Room 408 

 
Graphic Design—Year I and II - Prerequisite: Must pass 2D/3D Art 
The Computer Graphic Art class consists of hands-on production using computer graphic tools. This course introduces the principles of 
graphic and information design, focusing on how to use design techniques to clarify communication and improve learning. This course 
allows students to explore concepts used in creative software programs (Photoshop, Illustrator, In Design, etc.), graphics (typography, 
layout design, packaging de-sign, logos, pictograms, visual identity, posters, advertising, and Web design). Instructor: Yvette Kim— 
Location: Room 408 

 
Photo III - Prerequisite: Must pass 2D/3D Art 
This is a year-long course of study which introduces students to 35mm film (analog) and digital photography techniques. Students will 
shoot, develop and print photos from 35mm film cameras in a Black & White professional wet lab/darkroom set-up. In addition, students 
will begin exploring the world of digital photography through the use of the departments Visual Art computer lab, eCLASS and digital photo 
assignments. A professional lighting studio will be utilized to introduce basic lighting techniques using studio strobes, wireless triggers 
and seamless paper backdrops. 
Materials required include a basic 35mm camera, light sensitive photo paper and film. 
Instructor: Dallas Gillespie—Location: Room 407 

 
Photo IV - Prerequisite: Must pass Commercial Photo III 
This is a year-long course of study that is both digital and traditional in photography production. The first semester will cover a variety of 
digital photography techniques, elements & principles and specific themed assignments using a digital camera. Adobe Photoshop, 
eCLASS and other 21st  skills will be used consistently to give students the skills necessary to compete 21st  century digital society. The 
second semester will continue digital use, but in addition explore many of the early photography pioneers through the creation of 
alternative photographic images. 
Students are required to have a DSLR digital camera (ability to change lenses on camera). 
Instructor: Dallas Gillespie—Room 407 

 
Sculpture – Prerequisite: Must pass 2D/3D Art 
This is a year-long course of study. The first semester students will learn the basic sculpture techniques and concepts. Materials will 
include wood, plaster, mat-board and found objects. The second semester students will learn basic hand building pottery forms which 
incorporate the elements and principles of 3D design. Students will explore various pottery decorating techniques, including glazing. They 
will have the opportunity to work on the potter’s wheel. Instructor: Dallas Gillespie—Room 407 
Sculpture II – Must Pass Sculpture – See Dallas Gillespie – Room 407 

 
ART is the HeART of Education… 

mailto:Dallas_Gillespie@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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AP VISUAL ARTS CLASSES 
AP Visual Arts Classes 

 
 

AP Studio Art (Drawing Portfolio or 2D Design Portfolio) – Prerequisite: Must pass 2D/3D and DP or Sculpture 
Students are recruited into the AP Studio Art Program, usually from the art elective they take in the 9th and 10th grades. 
Visually gifted students are encouraged to take AP Studio Art in the 11th and 12th grade, and many students take more than 
one AP art course before graduating from high school. Students enroll in the program in the spring for the next school year 
on the basis of teacher recommendation or by submitting a portfolio of at least 6 works, with a minimum of 4 observational 
works. Instructor: Yvette Kim, Karen Campbell and Dallas Gillespie-Locations: Room 406-408 

 
 

AP Art History 
The Advanced Placement Art History class is an introductory college art history course. This course requires a commitment 
to academic work to meet the college standards. AP Art History will help students understand architecture, sculpture, 
painting and other art forms within their historical and cultural context. The course will cover the major forms of artistic 
expression from the past to the present allowing students to engage in the skillful practice of art criticism. Instructor: Ms. 
Nicely—Location: Room 102 

 

…ART is the HeART of Education… 
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Career & Technical Education 
Teaching as a Profession: Questions? See Ms. Grosso or Ms. Garner (Rm. 819/821) 

 
 

Examining the Teaching 
Profession 
Grades 11-12 

This course prepares students for future positions in the field of education. Students 
study, apply, and practice the use of current technologies, effective teaching and 
learning strategies, the creation of an effective learning environment , and the 
creation of instructional opportunities for diverse learners and students with special 
needs. Students will be prepared to practice their skills and knowledge at elementary 
and middle school sites and are responsible for their own transportation. 

Engineering Education Questions? See Ms. Furnish or Dr. Wahby (Rm 311 or 308) 

 
Foundations of Engineering & 

Technology 
(Grades 9 - 12) 

Foundations of Engineering and Technology is the introductory course for all 
Georgia Engineering and Technology Education pathways. This course 
provides students with opportunities to develop fundamental technological 
literacy as they learn about the history, systems, and processes of invention 
and innovation. 

 
 

Engineering Concepts 
(Grades 9 - 12) 

Engineering Concepts is the second course in the engineering pathway. This 
course introduces students to the fundamental principles of engineering. 
Students learn about areas of specialization within engineering and 
engineering design, and apply engineering tools and procedures as they 
complete hands-on instructional activities. Prerequisite: Foundations of 
Engineering and Technology. 

 
 

Engineering Applications 
(Grades 10 - 12) 

Engineering Applications is the third course in the engineering pathway. 
Students have opportunities to apply engineering design as they develop a 
solution for a technological problem. Students use applications of mathematics 
and science to predict the success of an engineered solution and complete 
hands-on activities with tools, materials, and processes as they develop a 
working drawings and prototypes. Prerequisites: Foundations of 
Engineering and Technology and Engineering Concepts. 
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Career &Technical Education 

Marketing: Questions? See Ms. Kucera, Dr. Huffman or Ms. Barrett 

 
Marketing 
Principles 

(Grades 9 - 12) 

Marketing Principles presents employment opportunities in marketing, prepares students for 
job interviews, incorporates human relations and communications in business, and explores 
the role of marketing in our economy. A study of retail operations, career opportunities, store 
location and layout, organizational structure, and merchandising policies arecovered. 

School Store 
Marketing and 

Entrepreneurship 
(Grades 10 - 12) 

This is a second-level marketing course. A project-based course that allows students to 
apply the basic marketing knowledge learned in Marketing Principles to the school store. 
The course also teaches students the basic knowledge needed to become an entrepreneur 
and start their own business. Prerequisite: Marketing Principles. 

 
Classroom Based 

Marketing and 
Entrepreneurship 
(Grades 10 - 12 

This is a second-level marketing course. Students will learn about creating and running a 
business from the ground-up. Students will create a business plan for a potential real-life 
business and apply all functional areas of business including finance, marketing, and 
management to this business opportunity. At the end of the course students will have an 
opportunity to pitch their business idea to investors.Prerequisite: Marketing Principles. 

 
 

Marketing 
Management 

(Grades 10 - 12) 

Marketing Management Capstone course in the Marketing Pathway that allows students to 
apply the knowledge gained in Marketing Principles and Marketing & Entrepreneurship, in a 
real-world live business environment. Students learn to design products, implement pricing 
and marketing strategies, perform market research and handle customer service. 
Prerequisites: Marketing Principles and Marketing & Entrepreneurship. 

 
 

Fashion 
Merchandising 
(Grades 9 - 12) 

This course describes the environment in which fashion thrives. The class introduces 
terminology and basic elements of fashion, identifies the factors that influence fashion 
behavior, and gives an historical perspective of fashion. It traces the movement of fashion, 
identifies fashion leaders and followers, and explores each of the fashion industries. 
Students learn methods of promotion, selling, and coordination. Students will also plan a 
FASHION SHOW for 2nd semester. Prerequisite—Marketing Principle 

 
 

Advanced 
Fashion 

Merchandising 
(Grades 10 - 12) 

This course is the third in the Fashion, Merchandising and Retail Management Career 
Pathway and focuses on the application of knowledge and the performance of key skills 
required in a retail environment. Students will develop skills necessary for managing the 
following elements: pricing, visual merchandising, advertising, special promotions, 
professional sales, and customer service. Students will also run the print/monogram 
shop! Prerequisite- Marketing Principles & Fashion Merchandising 

Work Based Learning: Questions? See Dr. Huffman (Rm. 400) 

 
 

Work Based Learning 
Grade 11- 12 

Students are able to leave school early for 1 period (7th), 2 periods (6th & 
7th) or 3 periods (5th, 6th, & 7th) to work in a local business. Students are 
able to earn credit (either for one, two or three periods), receive a grade, 
and be paid for their work experience. Current employers include 
restaurants, medical and law offices, sports facilities, grocery stores, movie 
theaters, and apparel stores. See Dr. Huffman for application (due January 
31st). 
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Information Technology/Computer Science: Questions? See Mr. Hilton in 413 

 
Introduction to 

Digital 
Technology 

(Grades 9-12) 

Various forms of technologies will be highlighted in this course to expose students to the 
emerging technologies impacting the digital world. Professional communication skills and 
practices, problem-solving, ethical and legal issues, and the impact of effective presentation 
skills are taught in this course as a foundational knowledge to prepare students to be college 
and career ready. The knowledge and skills taught in this course build upon each other to 
form a comprehensive introduction to digital world. 

 Various forms of technologies will be used to expose students to resources and application of 

Computer 
Science 

Principles 
(Grades 10-12) 

computer science. Professional communication skills and practices, problem-solving, ethical 
and legal issues, and the impact of effective presentation skills are enhanced in this course to 
prepare students to be college and career ready. Employability skills are integrated into 
activities, tasks, and projects throughout the course standards to demonstrate the skills 
required by business and industry. 

 Prerequisite: Introduction to Digital Technology. 

 Is an intellectually rich and engaging course that is focused on building a solid 

AP Computer 
Science 

Principles 
(Grade 11-12) 

understanding and foundation in computer science. This course emphasizes the content, 
practices, thinking and skills central to the discipline of computer science. The focus of this 
course will fall into these computational thinking practices: connecting computing, 
developing computational artifacts, abstracting, analyzing problems and artifacts, 
communicating and collaborating. Prerequisite: IDT and Algebra 1 

Career& Technical Education 



26  

 
 
 

Culinary Arts: Questions? See Chef Storm in 426 

 
 
 

Introduction to 
Culinary Arts 

(9-10) 

This course is designed to introduce students to food preparation terms, concepts, 
and methods in Culinary Arts where kitchen labs will provide practical application 
class work. Fundamental techniques, skills, and terminology are covered and 
mastered with an emphasis on basic kitchen and dining room safety, sanitation, 
equipment maintenance and operation procedures. The course also provides an 
overview of professionalism and soft skills required in today’s work force with an 
emphasis on the culinary industry. All culinary students have the opportunity to put 
their knowledge into practice through the Bulldogs 2 Go Catering Services. 

 

Introduction to 
Culinary Arts 

(Junior- Senior 
Edition) 

Unique to NGHS, this course offering is designed to provide students with practical 
culinary knowledge. Fundamental techniques, skills, and terminology are covered 
with an emphasis on real-life, post-graduation application. Topics covered include 
basic ingredients, cooking techniques, sanitation, and nutrition. The course also 
provides an overview of professionalism and soft skills required in today’s workforce. 
All culinary students have the opportunity to put their knowledge into practice through 
the Bulldogs 2 Go Catering Services and Bulldogs 2 Go Catering Services. 

 
 
 

Culinary Arts I 
(Grades 10 -12) 

Culinary I builds on the coursework introduced in Introduction to Culinary. Students 
have the opportunity to become ServSafe Manager certified, an industry recognized 
certification which is good for five years. This course involves in-depth knowledge 
and hands on skill mastery of Culinary Arts. Culinary I students apply the skills 
learned in the kitchen to create a restaurant from concept to completion during the 
spring semester. Soft skills are implemented in this hands-on, real-life experience. 
All culinary students have the opportunity to put their knowledge into practice through 
the Bulldogs 2 Go Catering Services. Prerequisite: Intro to CulinaryArts 

Culinary Arts II 
(Grades 11-12) Culinary II builds upon the skills and knowledge gained in Introduction to Culinary and 

Culinary I. Students will study garde manger and regional and ethnic cuisines. 
Students will manage and operate Bulldogs 2 Go (B2G), a meal delivery service 
provided by the Culinary Arts Department. B2G provides an opportunity for students 
to gain management and hands-on culinary experience on a weekly basis. Food 
Science is embedded into Culinary II. This will allow students to receive credit for an 
elective and a science in one class period. Students completing CII will have the 
opportunity to take the End of Pathway assessments and be recognized as pathway 
completers. All culinary students have the opportunity to put their knowledge into 
practice through the Bulldogs 2 Go Catering Services. Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I 

Career & Technical Education 



 

MAXWELL HIGH SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY 
Maxwell High School of Technology provides half day1 

programs that prepare students  to enter the service industry  or 
a post-secondary institution by providing Career, Technical and 
Agricultural Education (CTAE) training that encompasses 
valuable academic, techn ical, and employability skills. Students 
from all GCPS high schools may obtain three concentrated units 
of credit in a Georgia Depa rtment ofEducation Career Pathway 
by successfully completing a Maxwell program. In addition, 
Maxwell offers embedded academic courses for graduation 
credit in language arts, math andscience. 

Embedded credit is credit earned in an academic area of 
study (language arts, math or science) while enrolled in a CTAE 
pathway program. For example, the Construction and HVACR 
programs offer a Board of Regents math credit because those 
programs are heavily embedded with the math skills contained 
in the Mathematics of Industry and Government course. The 
Graphic Design program offers a Board of Regents language 
arts credit because this program is heavily embedded with the 
language arts skills contained in the Advanced Composition 
course. 

All Maxwell programs offer Board of Regents (BOR) creditin 
one of the academic areas oflanguage arts, math or science, as 
well as technical credits for CTAE coursework. 

Eligibility to apply/attend Maxwell High School of 
Technology does not count high school credits earned in 
middle school, and includes the following: 

 
GCPS Non-Academy high schoolstudents: 

• currentsophomore or junior, enrolledina GCPS non-Academy 
high school with a minimum of 8 credits at the time of 
application and, 

• a minimum of 11 credits, including 2 units of LA, MA and SC, and 
be on track for graduation from high school in order to attend at the 
start of the school year. 

 

GCPSAcademy high school students: 
• current freshman, sophomore or junior enrolled in a GCPS 

Academy high school with a minimum of 4 credits at the time 
of application and, 

• a minimum of7 credits, including 1 unit each of LA, MA and 
SC, and be on track for graduation from high school in order 
to attend at the start of the school year. 

 
1Max well High School provides bus transportation to and from home schools. 

 
MAXWELL PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

*Indicates Board of Regents academic course credit for pathway 
ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING & DESIGN *Language Arts 
This program will expose students to bluep rint reading, measuring, sketching, and drawing through engineering, 
architecture, drafting, and design processes. All drawing is computer-based using industry-standard software programs 
including AutoCAD, AutoCAD Architecture, and Revit Architecture. 
AUTOMOBILE MAINTENANCE &LIGHT REPAIR *Science 
Classroom labs model a professional automotive shop setting that simulates an industry-standard service facility. 
Students will perform automotive problem diagnosis, service, and repair in four basic areas: brakes, 
electrical/electronic systems, steering and suspension, and engine performance. 
CARPENTRY *Math 
Simulating real construction conditions, students will gain skills in carpentry, plumbing, masonry, and electrical wiring 
with emphasis on safety, tool use and care, and blueprint reading. 
COLLISION REPAIR I *Math 
This industry-certified program will teach students how to perform automotive vehicle body repair and refinishing 
skills such as panel replacement, metal straightening, welding and automotive painting. Students will bring damaged 
vehicle components to their original condition using state-of-the-art equipment and technology in the automotive lab. 
CULINARY ARTS *Science 
Students will learn the essential skills of professional cooking from an industry expert, including food preparation, knife 
skills, dining room service, menu development, restaurant accounting, and teamwork in the kitchen. Students will study 
many branches of science and the rapid advances in technology used in the food industry to expand and improve the food 
supply; they will evaluate the effects of processing, preparation, and storage on quality & safety, wholesomeness , and 
nutritive value of foods. 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION *Science 
Lesson planni ng, teaching skills, nutr ition , and menu plannin g are learned in the classroom and applied 
when students begin workin g wit h children three to five years of age in Maxwell's Early Childho od Lab. 
(Note: The State of Georgia requ ires all em ployees in Georgia child care facilities [i.e., students enrolled in Maxwell's 
Early Childhood Education Program (ECE)] to undergo a national criminal ba ckground check Students enrolled in ECE 
w ill be sllbject to the rule. The cost of the backgrollnd check will be covered by the ECE program for th ose stlldents 
accepted int o the program.) 

 ELECTRONICS *Science 
This class will prepare students for a career using elect ronics skills , or for furthe r educa tion in the modern 
field of ele ctro nics. Students will build circu it s, motors and amplifie rs to become familiar with producing, 
testing, troubleshooting, and documenting electronics projects. 
FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES/FIREFIGHTING *Math 
This course addresses the essent ial components needed for fire and emergency services: firefighting, 
emergency medical responder, and public safety communica tion s. Students will explore career options, 
int eragency communications, medical services, and basic firefi ght in g services. 
FLIGHT OPERATIONS *Science 
Students will build a solid knowledge base in the histo ry of aviatio n, the principles of flight and nav igation, 
the aerospace comm unity , and aviation meteorology. Leadership development activities th rough the Civil 
Air Patrol (CAP), the Exper imental Aircraft Association (EAA), and in dust ry mentors hip will prepare 
st ude nts with a compet itive edge for the global marketplace. 
GRAPHIC DESIGN *Language Arts 
Using state -of-the -art computers and digital imaging equ ip ment , student s will learn cutting edge software 
applic ations such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, I nDesi gn, Flash and Dreamweaver. Instruction is 
designed to give stud ents maximum opportunity to learn image generat ion and manipulation for such 
projects as book cove rs and magazines, CD/video game art, advertising campa igns, posters, and websites. 

HVACR (Heating, Ventilation, AC and Refrigeration) *Math 
This program prepares students for a career in residential and commercial heat ing, vent ilations, air 
conditioning, and refrigeration repair. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES/FORENSIC SCIENCE *Science 
Focusing on the causes, prevention, investigation, and prosecution of crime, the Law Enfor cement Services 
program allows students to explore the role and structure of government, the rights and responsibilities of cit 
izens and police, the criminal justice system, and courts and corrections. 
MANUFACTURING *Science 
Manufacturing is behind all the products we buy and use. In our commu nit y, manufacturing is a source of 
wealth and jobs. Manufac tur in g pro fe ssio nals design machinery, develop products, repair robots, work with 
softwa re, and utilize green technology. This class is a student's chance to turn an interest in solving puzzles, 
robotics, repairing cars, building with Legos, and more, into a career . This program uses practical 
app lications th at may be learned in engineering classes at a student's home school. 
PERSONALCARE SERVICES (Cosmetology) *Science 
This program will help shape students' ability to create and design using hair, skin and nails as a creative 
medium. In a tru e-t o-life salon environment, students will  learn theories and techn iques in hair cutting 
and styling, manicures, perms, facials, as well as record keeping and business practices for entreprene urs. 
PERSONALCARESERVICES(Cosmetology) *Science 
This program will help shape students' ability to create and design us in g hair, skin and nails as a creative 
med ium. In a t rue-t o-life salon environment, studen ts will learn theor ies and techniques in hair cutting 
and styling, manicures, perms, facials, as well as record keeping and business practices for entrep ren eurs . 
PROGRAMMING (Apps &Game Design) *Science 
This course will explore the use of computer technology to create games and mobile apps . This includes 
lea rning to use hardware, software, data structures and access, algorithms, programming techniques, an 
object-oriented language, computing environments, and the client/server system. 
THERAPEUTIC SERVICES *Science 
This industry cert ifie d class emphasizes anatomy and physiology, medical termino logy, and medical skills 
util ized in all areas of healthcare. Specializa ti on may include any one of the following: Allied Health, 
Emergency Medical Responder, or Sports Me dicine . Program specialization choice is not guaranteed . Class 
placement may be determine d using a lottery system. 
WELDING *Math 
Stude nts will gain knowledge of industrial and construction weldin g, become proficient utilizing a 
variety of welding techniques, learn to read blueprints, interpret welding drawings and sketches, learn 
safety rules, and be eligible to earn certification inwelding technologies. 10/ 30/18 
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The Grayson Technical Education Program offers exciting and innovative 
courses of study for Juniors and Seniors in Gwinnett County Public Schools. Our cutting‑edge 
programs offer state-of-the-art technology, equipment, and facilities that go beyond what is 
available in other high school classrooms. Each program includes at least one academic course 
that will count towards graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements. 
Get ready to explore, create, and discover! 

 
AUDIO ENGINEERING 

In our on-campus professional studio setting — equipped with the same “true-to-life” technology that any high-end, 
professional recording studio would have — you will learn about the technology and methods used in the recording and 
production of music and sound. In addition to learning the processes of tracking, overdubbing, mixing in multi-track recording, 
mastering, and CD/DVD/tape replication, you will closely study the mixing console, amplifiers, speakers, channel strips, 
master sections, microphone setups, and digital workstations. This program includes Advanced Composition which can be 
used as the 4th Language Arts requirement towards graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements. 

COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
The Commercial Photography program offers you the perfect opportunity to develop your photography style in a highly 
creative environment, while exploring cutting-edge photography techniques, equipment, software, and technology. This 
hands-on program will equip you with a strong foundation as you develop your portfolio in both digital and film techniques. 
Broad exposure to all types of photography will help you find an area of specialty, such as sports, fashion, journalism, or 
portrait photography. An on-campus photo studio and industry-standard darkroom will give you experience in a professional 
setting. Students will have the opportunity to earn a Photoshop CS certification as well as take part in an internship program 
to gain hands-on experience in the industry. This program embeds a 4th year Language Arts course for graduation and Board 
of Regents admission requirements. 

CULINARY ARTS 
If you love cooking or dream of becoming a chef, this program will turn your passion for Culinary Arts into a career. Every day 
you will work with a Certified Chef in a state-of-the-art facility equipped with industry-standard equipment found in leading 
kitchens and restaurants. You will learn the essential skills of professional cooking from an industry expert, including food 
preparation, knife skills, dining room service, menu development, and teamwork in the kitchen. Focusing on the skills of the 
bake kitchen, you will learn the foundations of baking including quick breads, yeast breads and rolls, cakes, cookies, pastries 
and pies. This program will fulfill the fourth science requirement for graduation & Board of Regents admission requirements. 

CYBERSECURITY 
The Cybersecurity Program is taught in a rigorous classroom environment. This program will immerse you in the knowledge 
and skills required to install and configure systems; to secure applications, networks, and devices; perform threat analysis 
and respond with appropriate mitigation techniques; participate in risk mitigation activities; and to operate with an awareness 
of applicable policies, laws, and regulations. Qualified students at the end of the term will sit for the Security+ exam. Average 
pay of an individual with no experience, diploma, and Security+ certification is $49,200. This program embeds a 4th year 
Language Arts course for graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements. Students in the program have the 
opportunity to earn dual enrollment credit. 

DIGITAL MEDIA 
Like being creative? Like technology? You’ll LOVE Digital Media! This in-depth and exciting program provides hands-on 
instruction to cutting-edge digital tools and communication techniques, giving you new ways to explore and express your 
creativity in print and on the Web. In our dedicated design studio, you’ll master design industry standard software such as 
Adobe Creative Suite, Flash, and other multimedia tools to create stunning—and effective—visual communication. Students 
have the opportunity to explore graphic design, digital illustration, and animation. The program also allows students to create 
visually appealing, functional Websites, and other Web technologies for personal and professional uses. Every career 
industry needs creative, effective Web and digital communications—come learn the skills that will set you apart from the 
crowd while enhancing your creativity at the same time! This program embeds a 4th year Language Arts course for 
graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
Do you dream of changing the world with the next best product or service? Do you want to climb the corporate ladder to the 
top? Learn how to develop your leadership and business management skills through the Entrepreneurship program. If you 
are interested in founding your own successful and innovative business, the Entrepreneurship program will guide you through 
properly strategizing a plan and will assist you in seeking funding for your venture. Not sure if you want to go into business for 
yourself? Use this course to generate ideas to be able to manage a startup, non-profit and to prepare for the corporate world. 
This course will take you from the ideation process to exploration of financial, legal, and marketing, all while developing a 
personal business plan for an opportunity to pitch to local investors for start-up money and other resources. This program 
also includes Advanced Composition which can be used as the 4th Language Arts requirement toward graduation and Board 
of Regents admission requirements. Students in the program have the opportunity to earn dual enrollment credit. 
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EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY 
The mission of the Exercise Physiology pathway is to provide a career/college ready education for students pursuing a 
kinesiology, medical, or athletic training degree. Due to increased costs in the healthcare market, more emphasis has been 
placed on preventive and rehabilitative care to reduce health concerns. The growth rate of personal trainers is at 7% with an 
annual 81.1 billion market. Students will explore the science of human health through designing a systems approach to 
exercise and conditioning. Students will learn fitness training assessments which will include programs such as resistance 
training, body fat/weight loss, nutrition, and agility. This course embeds a fourth science requirement for graduation and 
Board of Regents admission requirements for college. Students in the program have the opportunity to earn dual enrollment 
credit and a personal fitness certification to jump-start their career 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
This program is for students with a genuine passion for the computer industry. Taught from an industry perspective, in a non 
traditional classroom environment, you will be engaged in interactive project-based learning activities. This program will 
immerse you in computer hardware, software, networking, operating systems, databases, and the important social, ethical, 
and legal issues surrounding information technology. Students in the program have opportunities to earn Microsoft MTA, 
Microsoft MOS, and TestOut Pro certifications. The embedded Game Design programming course fulfills the 4th science 
requirement for graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements for college. Students in the program have the 
opportunity to earn dual enrollment credit. 

LAW & JUSTICE 
Focusing on the causes, prevention, and prosecution of crime, the Law Enforcement & Criminal Justice program allows you 
to explore the role and structure of the government, the rights and responsibilities of citizens and police, the criminal justice 
system, courts and corrections, and civil/criminal law. You will explore the latest industry tools and techniques used in Law 
Enforcement such as radar guns, police scanners, field sobriety tests, fingerprinting, handcuffing, and evidence gathering. 
This program will fulfill the fourth science requirement for graduation as well as Board of Regents admission requirements. 
Students in the program have the opportunity to earn dual enrollment credit. 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
If you enjoy performing musically and want to gain additional skills using professional music software and technology, the 
Music Technology program will help you sharpen your craft. With an introduction to composing, digital recording, and music 
editing in a state-of-the-art classroom, you will create original songs and full accompaniments using the latest sequencing 
software, write music using notation software, and generate and edit MIDI files for electronic transfer. You will also compose 
and record music for use in film scoring, video production, and commercial advertising. This program includes Advanced 
Composition which can be used as the 4th Language Arts requirement towards graduation and Board of Regents admission 
requirements. 

SPORTS MEDICINE 
If you enjoy athletics and have a desire to help others, the Sports Medicine program will provide you with the opportunity to 
develop skills that will enable you to gain a competitive edge in the fields of physical therapy and sports medicine. This 
program provides information on medical terminology, nutrition, kinesiology, gait training, therapeutic exercise, pharmacology, 
modality, and treatment techniques in physical medical training. Opportunities for internships and clinical experiences will be 
a vital part of this program’s educational experience. This program fulfills the fourth science for graduation as well as Board of 
Regents admission requirements. 

VETERINARY SCIENCE 
For students with a sincere love for the care and medical treatment of animals, the Veterinary Technology program will allow 
you to explore turning your passion for animals into a lifelong career. In a state-of-the-art facility, you will work with animals 
every day, gaining the skills necessary to be prepared for admission into highly competitive college programs in Veterinary 
Medicine and Animal Science. In addition to studying the history and evolution of animals, you will learn about breeds, 
anatomy, biomechanics and movement, selection and judging, genetics, reproduction, digestion and nutrition, health and 
behavior management, and animal housing. This program will fulfill the fourth science requirement for graduation and for 
Board of Regents admission requirements. 

VIDEO PRODUCTION & TELEVISION BROADCAST 
The Video Production & Television Broadcast program will give you the chance to bring your ideas to life and tell exciting 
stories through the lens of a camera. This program provides experience with the fundamental and advanced aspects of video 
production, using Avid-based, industry-standard equipment in our television and video production studio. Spending time in 
front of and behind the camera in our full-scale studio, you will gain exposure to a wide variety of program formats, including 
multiple camera interviews, commercials, music videos, short films, and others. This program embeds a 4th year Language 
Arts course for graduation and Board of Regents admission requirements. 

 
For more information, or to learn how to apply for one of these exciting programs, visit our website at 

https://www.gcpsk12.org/graysontech or call 770-554-7082 
 

Gwinnett County Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, origin, sex, disability, or age in its 
programs and activities and provides equal access to CTE programs. 

https://www.gcpsk12.org/graysontech
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Culinary Arts 
Intro to Culinary Arts Culinary Arts I Culinary 
Arts II 

 
Engineering & Technology 
Foundations of Engineering & Tech 
Engineering Concepts 
Engineering Applications 

 
Marketing Management 
Marketing Principles 
Marketing & Entrepreneurship 
Marketing Management 

 
Marketing Communication & Promotion 
Marketing Principles 
Marketing Communications Essentials 
Promotion & Professional Sales 

 
Fashion Merchandising & Retail Management 
Marketing Principles 

 Fashion Merchandising & Retail Essentials 
 Advanced Fashion Merchandising & Retail 
 

Computer Science 
Intro to Digital Technology Computer Science 
Principles AP Computer SciencePrinciples 

 
Programming 
Intro to Digital Technology Computer Science 
Principles 
Programming, Apps & Society (through GOC) 

Advanced Language Arts 
2 Foreign Language Credits 
4 LA Credits including one of the following: 
AP Lang, AP Lit, &/or PSO LA 

 
Advanced Mathematics 
2 Foreign Language Credits 
4 Math Credits including 1 of the following: 
AP Calculus AB or BC, AP Stat, &/or PSO Math 

 
Advanced Science 
2 Foreign Language Credits 
4 Science Credits including 1 of the following: 
AP Bio, Chem, Phys, or Env Sc, &/or PSO 
Science 

 
Advanced Social Studies 
2 Foreign Language Credits 
3 SS Credits including 1 of the following: 
AP Human Geog., World History, USH, Econ, 
US Gov’t, Psychology, &/or PSO Social Studies 

 
World Languages I 
Foreign Language Year 1 

(could be Level I or II) 
Foreign Language Year 2 
Foreign Language Year 3 

 
World Languages II 

Foreign Language Year 1 
(could be Level I or II) 

Foreign Language Year 2 
AP Foreign Language 

 Band: 3 years of sequential courses Chorus: 3 years of  Orchestra: 3 yrs of sequential courses Theatre: 3 years of 
 Sequential courses Dance: 3 
 years of sequential courses Music 
 Tech: 3 yrs of sequential courses 

  Sequential courses Visual Arts: 3 yrs of  
  sequential courses Journalism: 3 yrs of  
  sequential courses 

PATHWAYS OFFERED AT North Gwinnett HS— 
Which pathway will you COMPLETE BY GRADUATION? 


	ALL students are expected to
	Language Arts:
	MATHEMATICS
	4th Year Science Elective Courses


	ATTITUDE & PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS
	Gifted Biology Students
	CP/Honors Biology Students
	Social Studies:
	11th Grade
	12th Grade
	Many colleges require at least two consecutive years of a foreign language for admittance.
	Hey you!
	** Honors credit can be earned in levels 2, 3 & 4. It’s added to transcripts at the end of each semester.
	AP VISUAL ARTS CLASSES
	AP Art History

	MAXWELL HIGH SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY
	MAXWELL PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
	ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING & DESIGN *Language Arts
	AUTOMOBILE MAINTENANCE &LIGHT REPAIR *Science
	CARPENTRY *Math
	COLLISION REPAIR I *Math
	FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES/FIREFIGHTING *Math
	FLIGHT OPERATIONS *Science
	GRAPHIC DESIGN *Language Arts

	HVACR (Heating, Ventilation, AC and Refrigeration) *Math
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES/FORENSIC SCIENCE *Science
	MANUFACTURING *Science
	PERSONALCARE SERVICES (Cosmetology) *Science
	THERAPEUTIC SERVICES *Science
	WELDING *Math
	AUDIO ENGINEERING
	COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
	CULINARY ARTS
	CYBERSECURITY
	DIGITAL MEDIA
	ENTREPRENEURSHIP
	EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY
	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & SUPPORT SYSTEMS
	LAW & JUSTICE
	MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
	SPORTS MEDICINE
	VETERINARY SCIENCE
	VIDEO PRODUCTION & TELEVISION BROADCAST

	Intro to Culinary Arts Culinary Arts I Culinary Arts II
	Marketing Communication & Promotion
	Fashion Merchandising & Retail Management
	Computer Science
	Programming
	Advanced Language Arts
	2 Foreign Language Credits
	2 Foreign Language Credits
	AP Calculus AB or BC, AP Stat, &/or PSO Math
	2 Foreign Language Credits
	2 Foreign Language Credits
	AP Human Geog., World History, USH, Econ, US Gov’t, Psychology, &/or PSO Social Studies
	Foreign Language Year 1 (could be Level I or II) Foreign Language Year 2 Foreign Language Year 3
	Foreign Language Year 1 (could be Level I or II) Foreign Language Year 2




	Sheltered & Cluster Content Courses
	Language Arts Classes

